WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 
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1 . An electronic mail terminal deviofe that 
transmits and receives information through e^^ctronic 
mail , comprising : 

a communication unit that is/fconnected to a 
network and performs electronic mail/^ata exchange via 
the network; and 

a power- saving control^ unit that sets the 
communication unit and said (Lsvice into a power- saving 
mode when said device deteots that a first power- saving 
timing condition is satisfied, and cancels the power- 
saving mode when said device detects that a second 
power- saving timing apndition is satisfied. 



The electronic mail terminal device as 
claimed i>l claim 1 , wherein : 

the communication unit is a local area network 
communAcation unit that is connected to a local area 
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network and performs electronic data exchange vj/a the 
local area network; 

the first power- saving timing condition is 
that a stand-by state lasts longer than a/predetermined 
period of time; and 

the second power- saving timj/hg condition is 
that an event occurs . 



3 . The electronic mail terminal device as 
claimed in claim 2 , wnereAn 

the power- sa\^ng control unit cancels the 
power- saving mode at tnredetermined mail fetching 
intervals so as to f4tch electronic mail addressed to 
said device througjn the local area network communication 
unit . 



4 . The electronic mail terminal device as 
claimed in claim 3 , wherein 

the power- saving control unit cancels the 
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power -saving mode of the local area network 
communication unit at the predetermined maoJC fetching 
intervals so as to fetch electronic mail yaddressed to 
said device through the local area net\^rk communication 
unit , 

where electronic mail has/ been fetched, the 
power- saving control unit cancelirig the power- saving 
mode of said device and outputtMig electronic mail 
information to said device thiraugh the local area 
network communication unit, yand 

where no electrcwiic mail has been fetched, the 
power- saving control unl/r not canceling the power- saving 
mode of said device, and setting the local area network 
communication unit back into the power- saving mode after 
a stand-by state l^ts longer than the predetermined 
period of time. 
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r5. The electronic mail terminal device as 
claimed fn claim 3, wherein the mail fetching intervals 
can be yset at will. 
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6 . The electronic mail terminal device as 
claimed in claim 3, wherein the mail fetching intervals 
have a different value set in each time /zone. 



7 . The electronic mgal terminal device as 
claimed in claim 1, wherein; 
10 the communication/unit is a dial-up 

communication unit that ma4ces a dial-up access to an 
Internet service provide^ via a public network, and 
performs electronic maa.1 data exchange via the Internet; 

the first ^ower- saving timing condition is 
15 that a stand-by start:e lasts longer than a predetermined 
period of time; ^d 

the afecond power- saving timing condition is 
that an event /occurs 
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8 • The electronic mail terminal device as 
clain/ed in claim 7 , wherein 

the power- saving control unit cancels the 
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power- saving mode at predetermined mail fetchdmg 
intervals so as to fetch electronic mail ad^essed to 
said device through the dial-up communication unit. 



9. The electronic mail/ terminal device as 
claimed in claim 8 , wherein 
10 the power-saving conftirol unit cancels the 

power- saving mode of the diai-up communication unit at 
the predetermined mail fetyching intervals so as to fetch 
electronic mail addressed to said device, 

where electrcmic mail has been fetched, the 
15 power- saving control lanit canceling the power- saving 
mode of said device yand outputting electronic mail 
information to saia device through the dial-up 
communication unit, and 

where yno electronic mail has been fetched, the 
20 power-saving control unit not canceling the power-saving 
mode of said (Jevice and then setting the dial-up 
communicatioif unit back into the power- saving mode after 
a stand-by state lasts longer than the predetermined 
period of /time. 
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10. The electronic mail terminal de;^ice as 
claimed in claim 8, wherein the mail fetching intervals 
can be set at will. / 



11. The electronic mail /terminal device as 
claimed in claim 8, wherein the mail fetching intervals 
have a different value set in each time zone. 



12. A methaa of controlling an electronic 
mail terminal device /that transmits and receives 
information througly electronic mail, said method 
comprising the ste/ps of: 

putting said device and a communication unit / 
which is conneoxed to a network and performs electronic 
mail data excttange via the network, into a power- saving 
mode, when s4id device detects that a first power-saving 
timing condition is satisfied; and 

canceling the power- saving mode when said 
device dfetects that a second power- saving timing 
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condition is satisfied. 



13. The method as claimed in claim 12, 

wherein : 

the power-saving mode/setting step includes 
the step of setting said devicse and a local area network 
communication unit, which connected to a local area 
network and performs electronic mail data exchange via 
the local area network, Anto the power- saving mode, when 
a stand-by state lastg/ longer than a predetermined 
period of time; and 

the canceaing step includes the step of 
canceling the power- saving mode when an event occurs 



'14, The method as claimed in claim 13, 

wherein 

the canceling step includes the step of 
cance4-ing the power- saving mode at predetermined mail 
fetdhing intervals so as to fetch electronic mail 



addressed to said device through the local ar^ network 
communication unit . / 



15. The method as claimed in claim 14, 
wherein / 

the canceling step includes the step of 
canceling the power-jsaving mode of the local 
area network communication umLt at the predetermined 
mail fetching intervals so yas to fetch electronic mail 
addressed to said device ychrough the local area network 
communication unit, / 

said method further comprising the steps of : 
where electronic mail has been fetched, 
outputting electrolyte mail information to said device 
through the local Area network communication unit after 
canceling the power- saving mode of said device; and 

wheres no electronic mail has been fetched, 
setting the Ifiical area network communication unit back 
into the power- saving mode when a stand-by state lasts 
longer than the predetermined period of time , not 
canceling/ the power-saving mode of said device. 
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le. The method as claimed in cla4in 14, 
wherein the canceling step includes the pXBp of setting 
the mail fetching intervals at will. 
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17. The method as qlaimed in claim 14, 
wherein the canceling step iricludes the step of setting 
a different value in each t^Lme zone for the mail 
fetching intervals . 
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18. method as claimed in claim 12, 

wherein : 

the Blower- saving mode setting step includes 
the step of setting said device and a dial-up 
communication unit, which makes an dial-up access to an 
Internet service provider via a public network and 
performs electronic mail data exchange via the Internet, 
into a power- saving mode, when a stand-by state lasts 
longer yfchan a predetermined period of time; and 

the canceling step includes the step of 
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canceling the power- saving mode when an eveEft occurs. 
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19. The method as claimed in claim 18, 

wherein 

the canceling step incl/bdes the step of 
canceling the power- saving mode/at predetermined mail 
fetching intervals so as to feoich electronic mail 
addressed to said device thiyough the dial-up 
communication unit. 
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20. The njethod as claimed in claim 19, 

wherein 

the canceling step includes the step of 
20 canceling the power- saving mode of the dial-up 

communication unit at the predetermined mail fetching 
intervals so ak to fetch electronic mail addressed to 
said device, 

said method further comprising the steps of ; 
25 where electronic mail has been fetched. 
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outputting electronic mail information to said device 
through the dial-up communication unit after /5anceling 
the power- saving mode of said device; and 

where no electronic mail has b^n fetched, 
setting the dial-up communication unit t/ack into the 
power- saving mode when a stand-by stat^ lasts longer 
than the predetermined period of tim^, not canceling the 
power- saving mode of said device. 



N 21. The method yas claimed in claim 19, 

5 wherein the canceling ste(p includes the step of setting 

O 15 the mail fetching intervals at will. 



20 22. /The method as claimed in claim 19, 

wherein the canceling step includes the step of setting 
a different yv'alue in each time zone for the mail 
fetching intervals 
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23. The electronic mail terminal device as 
claimed in claim wherein: 

the power- saving control urytt cancels the 
power- saving mode of the local area/network 
communication unit at the predetejnnined mail fetching 
intervals so as to fetch electronic mail addressed to 
said device through the local grea network communication 
unit ; and 

where no electroiyic mail has been fetched, the 
power- saving control unit/ prolongs the mail fetching 
intervals by a prescribed arithmetic operation. 
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24./ The electronic mail terminal device as 
claimed in cAaim 23, wherein: 

mere electronic mail has been fetched, the 
power- saving control unit resets the mail fetching 
intervales to the original predetermined mail fetching 
intervals . 
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25. The electronic mail termin^^ device as 
claimed in claim 24, wherein: 

where no electronic mail heu^ been fetched, the 
power- saving control unit prolongs Wie mail fetching 
intervals by a prescribed arithmetac operation, not 
canceling the power- saving mode of said device, and sets 
the local area network communication unit back into the 
power- saving mode when a stanca-by state lasts longer 
than the predetermined peric^ of time, and 

where electronic/ mail has been fetched, the 
power- saving control uni^ cancels the power -saving mode 
of said device, outputsr electronic mail information to 
said device through tMe local area network communication 
unit, and then resets the mail fetching intervals to the 
original predetermihed mail fetching intervals. 



26/. The electronic mail terminal device as 
claimed in yclaim 8 , wherein : 

the power- saving control unit cancels the 
power- sa^^^ing mode of the dial-up communication unit at 
the predetermined mail fetching intervals so as to fetch 
electr/onic mail addressed to said device through the 
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dial-up communication unit; 

where no electronic mail has be^n fetched, the 
power- saving control unit prolongs the nrfail fetching 
intervals by a prescribed arithmetic operation; and 

where electronic mail has yoeen fetched, the 
power- saving control unit resets t^e mail fetching 
intervals to the original predete/mined mail fetching 
intervals . 



27. The eleotronic mail terminal device as 
claimed in claim 26, Vnerein: 

where no electronic mail has been fetched, the 
power- saving contrcTl unit prolongs the mail fetching 
intervals by a prescribed arithmetic operation, not 
canceling the p^wer-saving mode of said device, and sets 
the dial-up cOTnmunication unit back into the power- 
saving mode when a stand-by state lasts longer than the 
predetermiiVed period of time; and 

'where electronic mail has been fetched, the 
power- saT^^ing control unit cancels the power- saving mode 
of sai<y device, outputs electronic mail information to 
said device through the dial-up communication unit, and 
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then resets the mail fetching intervals 
predetermined mail fetching intervals , 



'^the original 
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28. The electronic mail terminal device as 
claimed in claim 23, wherein: 

where no electronzc mail has been fetched, the 
power- saving control unit /prolongs the mail fetching 
intervals by the prescriped arithmetic operation, and 
resets the mail fetching intervals to the original 
predetermined mail f ^ching intervals at a predetermined 
time . 
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29/ The electronic mail terminal device as 
20 claimed in dlaim 28, wherein: 

/here no electronic mail has been fetched, the 
power- sav4.ng control unit prolongs the mail fetching 
intervals by the prescribed arithmetic operation, not 
cancel:^g the power- saving mode of said device, and then 
25 sets l/he local area network communication unit back into 
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the power- saving mode when a stand-by state 
than the predetermined period of time; 

where electronic mail has been/ fetched, the 
power-saving control unit cancels the /ower-saving mode 
of said device, and outputs electronic mail information 
to said device through the local ar^a network 
communication unit; and 

at the predetermined tAme, the power-saving 
control unit resets the mail :Getching intervals to the 
original predetermined mail ytetching intervals . 



15 30. The electronic mail terminal device as 

claimed in claim 2^, wherein: 

where ryb electronic mail has been fetched, the 
power- saving corftrol unit prolongs the mail fetching 
intervals by t/e prescribed arithmetic operation, and 
20 resets the m^il fetching intervals to the original 

predeterminj^d mail fetching intervals at a predetermined 
time , 
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31. The electronic mail terminai device as 
claimed in claim 30, wherein: / 

where no electronic mail has /been fetched, the 
power- saving control unit prolongs the mail fetching 
intervals by the prescribed arithmeyic operation, not 
canceling the power-saving mode of /said device, and sets 
the dial-up communication unit back into the power- 
saving mode when a stand-by state lasts longer than the 
predetermined period of time; / 

where electronic inail has been fetched, the 
power- saving control unit /cancels the power- saving mode 
of said device, and outputs electronic mail information 
to said device through Ahe dial-up communication unit; 
and / 

at the pr^etermined time, the power-saving 
control unit resets/ the mail fetching intervals to the 
original predeteirmined mail fetching intervals . 



32 . The electronic mail terminal device as 
claimed in claim 24, further comprising a semiconductor 
non-volatile memory that stores the mail fetching 
intervals . 
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33. The electronic mail tenni^hal device as 
claimed in claim 24, wherein the arithmetic operation is 
selected from a plurality of prescribed arithmetic 
operations by a user. 
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34. The electnronic mail terminal device as 
10 claimed in claim 26, further comprising a semiconductor 
non-volatile memory t]/at stores the mail fetching 
intervals . 
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35./ The electronic mail terminal device as 
claimed in claim 26, wherein the arithmetic operation is 
selected frj6m a plurality of prescribed arithmetic 
operations/ by a user. 
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The electronic mail terminal device as 
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claimed in claim 28, further comprisincf a semiconductor 
non-volatile memory that stores the inail fetching 
intervals . 
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37. The electronic mail terminal device as 
claimed in claim 28, wherein the arithmetic operation is 
selected from a plural:^y of prescribed arithmetic 
operations by a user, 
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38. /The electronic mail terminal device as 
claimed in claim 30, further comprising a semiconductor 
non-volatil^^ memory that stores the mail fetching 
intervals . 



39. The electronic mail terminal device as 
25 clalined in claim 30, wherein the arithmetic operation is 
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selected from a plurality of prescribed ^arithmetic 
operations by a user. 
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40. The method as plaimed in claim 14, 

wherein 

the canceling st/fep includes the step of 
10 canceling the power- savi/ig mode of the local area 

network communication u4iit at the predetermined mail 
fetching inteirvals so/as to fetch electronic mail 
addressed to said device through the local area network 
communication unit,/ 
□ 15 said method further comprising the step of, 

where no electronic mail has been fetched, prolonging 
the mail fetchijig intervals by a prescribed arithmetic 
operation. 
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41. The method as claimed in claim 40, 
further /comprising the step of, 
25 / where electronic mail has been fetched. 
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resetting the prolonged mail fetching intervals to the 
original predetermined mail fetching intervals. 



42. The method as claimed in claim 14, 
wherein / 

the canceling step/ includes the step of 
canceling the power- saving /Tnode of the local area 
network communication uniA at the predetermined mail 
fetching intervals so ass to fetch electronic mail 
addressed to said dev:^e through the local area network 
communication unit, / 

said method further comprising the steps of: 

where no electronic mail has been fetched, 
prolonging the mail fetching intervals by the prescribed 
arithmetic operation, not canceling the power- saving 
mode of said device, and then setting the local area 
network communication unit back into the power- saving 
mode when a/stand-by state lasts longer than the 
predetermined period of time; and 

/ where electronic mail has been fetched, 
canceliiig the power- saving mode of said device, 
outputying electronic mail information to said device 
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through the local area network communicat±|zJn unit , and 
then resetting the mail fetching intervals to the 
original predetermined mail fetching iritervals . 



43, The method as claimed in claim 19, 

wherein 

10 the canceling step/ includes the step of 

canceling the power- saving /mode of the dial-up 
communication unit at ther mail fetching intervals so as 
to fetch electronic mail addressed to said device 
through the dial-up c<Mimunication unit, 

15 said method further comprising the steps of: 

where no electronic mail has been fetched, 
prolonging the maifl. fetching intervals by a prescribed 
arithmetic operattion; and 

where/ electronic mail has been fetched, 

20 resetting the /prolonged mail fetching intervals to the 
original predetermined mail fetching intervals . 
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44. The method as claimed in cl^^im 19, 

wherein 

the canceling step includes/ the step of 
canceling the power- saving mode of t^e dial-up 
5 communication unit at the mail fet^ing intervals so as 
to fetch electronic mail addressea to said device 
through the dial-up communicatio/i unit, 

said method further Comprising the steps of 
where no electroni^^ mail has been fetched, 
10 prolonging the mail fetching intervals by a prescribed 
arithmetic operation, not/canceling the power-saving 
mode of said device, and then setting the dial-up 
communication unit bacjc into 'the power -saving mode when 
a stand-by state las/s longer then the predetermined 
15 period of time; anc 

where e/ectronic mail has been fetched, 
canceling the po^er- saving mode of said device, 
outputting eleoftronic mail information to said device 
through the dial-up communication unit, and then 
20 resetting tMe prolonged mail fetching intervals to the 
original predetermined mail fetching intervals. 
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45. The method as claimed in claim 14, 
wherein / 

the canceling step includes yChe step of 
canceling the power- saving mode of ttie local area 
network communication unit at the predetermined mail 
fetching intervals so as to fetch/ electronic mail 
addressed to said device through/ the local area network 
communication unit , / 

said method further comprising the steps of : 

where no electronic mail has been fetched, 
prolonging the mail fetcMing intervals by a prescribed 
arithmetic operation; and 

at a predetermined time, resetting the 
prolonged mail fetching intervals to the original 
predetermined mail /fetching inteorvals . 



40. The method as claimed in 14, wherein 
rhe canceling step includes the step of 
canceling/ the power-saving mode of the local area 
network ycommunication unit at the predetermined mail 
fetchii/g intervals so as to fetch electronic mail 
addressed to said device through the local area network 
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communication unit, 

said method further comprising the steps of: 
where no electronic mail ha^ been fetched, 
prolonging the mail fetching intervyals by a prescribed 
arithmetic operation, not canceling the power- saving 
mode of said device, and then serting the local area 
network communication unit bacly into the power- saving 
mode when a stand-by state la/ts longer than the 
predetermined period of 

where electronigf mail has been fetched, 
canceling the power- saving mode of said device, and 
outputting electronic ij^ail information to said device; 
and 

at a predeftermined time, resetting the mail 
fetching intervals/to the original predetermined mail 
fetching interval 
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[7. The method as claimed in 19, wherein 
the canceling step includes the step of 
canceling the power- saving mode of the dial-up 
communiyfcation unit at the mail fetching intearvals so as 
to fel/ch electronic mail addressed to said device 



through the dial-up communication unit 

said method further comprijsing the steps of 
where no electronic mail/has been fetched, 

prolonging the mail fetching intervals by a prescribed 

arithmetic operation; and 

at a predetearmined t/ime, resetting the 

prolonged mail fetching intervals to the original 

predetermined mail fetching Antervals . 



48. The /method as claimed in claim 19, 

wherein 

the ca&iceling step includes the step of 
canceling the t/ower- saving mode of the dial-up 
communication /unit at the mail fetching intervals so as 
to fetch electronic mail addressed to said device 
through ther dial-up communication unit, 

said method further comprising the steps of : 
where no electronic mail has been fetched, 
prolono^Lng the mail fetching intervals by a prescribed 
arithiifetic operation, not canceling the power- saving 
mode /of said device, and then setting the dial-up 
communication unit back into the power- saving mode when 
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a stand-by state lasts longer than the p^^^determined 
period of time; 

where electronic mail has l^een fetched, 
canceling the power-saving mode of ysaid device, and 
outputting electronic mail information to said device 
through the dial-up communication unit; and 

at a predetermined time, resetting the mail 
fetching intervals to the ordinal predetermined mail 
fetching intervals . 



49, The/ method as claimed in claim 41, 
15 wherein the mail /fetching intervals are stored in a 
semiconductor non- volatile memory. 
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50. The method as claimed in claim 41, 
whereiA the arithmetic operation is selected from a 
plura/lity of prescribed arithmetic operations by a user. 
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51. The method as claimed in clXim 43, 
wherein the mail fetching intervals are y^tored in a 
semiconductor non-volatile memory. 
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52. The method as cflaimed in claim 43, 
wherein the arithmetic operation is selected from a 
10 plurality of prescribed arathmetic operations by a user. 



15 53. The/method as claimed in claim 45, 

wherein the mail fetching intervals are stored in a 
semiconductor nor- volatile memory. 
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54. The method as claimed in claim 45, 
wherein /the arithmetic operation is selected from a 
plurality of prescribed arithmetic operations by a user. 
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55. The method as claimed in clainr 47, 
wherein the mail fetching intervals are stpored in a 
semiconductor non- volatile memory. 



56. The method as clai/ied in claim 47, 
wherein the arithmetic operatiori is selected from a 
plurality of prescribed arithinetic operations by a user. 



57. The el/ectronic mail terminal device as 
claimed in claim 1, /wherein: 

the comnAinication unit is a local area network 
communication unjLt that is connected to a local area 
network and peOToinns electronic mail data exchange via 
the local area network; 

wlVen a current time is within a predetermined 
nighttime TOne, the power- saving control unit sets the 
local are/i network and said device into the power- saving 
mode ; ai 

when the current time comes out of the 
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predetermined nighttime zone, the power-saving control 
unit cancels the power- saving mode of the /local area 
network communication unit . 
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58. The electronic /mail terminal device as 
claimed in claim 57, f urthe:9^comprising 
10 a nighttime pow^t- saving mode setting unit 

that determines whether /3r not a power- saving mode can 
be set in the predeteri)^ined nighttime zone, 
wherein : 

when the >6urrent time is within the 
15 predetermined nighttime zone, the power- saving control 
unit sets said device into the power- saving mode; 

when /the nighttime power-saving mode setting 
unit allows the power-saving mode in the nighttime zone, 
the power- s^ing control unit sets the local area 
20 network coqfinunication unit into the power- saving mode; 
and 

when the current time comes out of the 
nighttiine zone, the power-saving control unit cancels 
the p^wer- saving mode of the local area network 
25 communication unit, 
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59 . The electronic mall terminal d^ice as 
claimed in claim 57, wherein 

the power- saving control unit 4/s provided with 
a timer for detecting an end of the nighttime zone, and, 
based on an output of the timer, cancels the power- 
saving mode of the local area network communication unit 
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60. The electrohic mail terminal device as 
claimed in claim 1, wherein: 

the communication unit is a dial-up 
communication unit that makes a dial-up access to an 
Internet service pr/vider via a public network and 
performs electronic mail data exchange via the Internet; 

when a/ current time is within a predetermined 
nighttime zone/ the power- saving control unit sets the 
dial-up communication unit and said device into the 
power- savina mode; and 

/hen the current time comes out of the 
predetermined nighttime zone, the power- saving control 
unit cancels the power- saving mode of the dial-up 
communication unit . 



25 



-103- 



01 

H 



10 



15 



61. The electronic mail terminal /aevice as 
claimed in claim 60, further comprising 

a nighttime power-saving mode /setting unit 
that determined whether or not a powe:D^ saving mode can 
be set in the predetermined nighttinje zone, 

wherein ; 

when the current time 4/s within the 
predetermined nighttime zone, ^e power-saving control 
unit sets said device into thfe power-saving mode; 

when the night tijne power- saving mode setting 
unit allows the power- saving mode in the nighttime zone, 
the power- saving contro^ unit sets the dial-up 
communication unit ±nyo the power- saving mode; and 

when the mirrent time comes out of the 
nighttime zone, th<S power-saving control unit cancels 
the power- saving /mode of the dial-up communication unit, 
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)2. The electronic mail terminal device as 
claimed iM claim 60, wherein 

the power- saving control unit is provided with 
a timef for detecting an end of the nighttime zone, and, 
based/ on an output of the timer, cancels the power- 
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saving mode of the dial-up communication uni 



63. The method as claimed in claim 12, 




wherein : 



the power- saving mode^ setting step includes 



the step of setting said devi/ce and a local area network 
communication unit, which ±s connected to a local area 
network and performs elecnironic mail data exchange via 
the local area network /into the power- saving mode, when 
a current time is witJiin a predetermined nighttime zone; 
and / 



canceling the power- saving mode of the local area 
network communo^cation unit when the current time comes 
out of the predetermined nighttime zone. 



the canceling step includes the step of 



64. 



The method as claimed in claim 63, 



wherein : 



the power- saving mode setting step includes 
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the steps of : 

when the current time is withirf the 
predetermined nighttime zone, setting ykid device into 
the power- saving mode; and 

when a nighttime power- saving mode setting 
unit determines that a power- saving mode can be set in 
the nighttime zone, setting ther local area network 
communication unit into the r>ower- saving mode; and 
the canceling sp^p includes the step of, 
when the current time comes out of the night 
time zone, canceling the power- saving mode of the local 
area network communication unit. 
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i5. The method as claimed in claim 63, 
wherein /he canceling step includes the step of, 

based on an output of a timer that detects an 
end o^ the nighttime zone, canceling the power- saving 
modd of the local area network communication unit . 
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es. The method as claimed in qZaim 12, 

wherein : 

the power- saving mode settiAig step includes 
the step of setting said device an6f a dial-up 
communication unit, which makes a/ dial-up access to an 
Internet service provider via a/ public network and 
performs electronic mail data ^exchange via the Internet, 
into the power- saving mode, jwhen a current time is 
within a predetermined nighttime zone; and 

the canceling yStep includes the step of 
canceling the power- saying mode of the dial-up 
communication unit wta^n the current time comes out of 
the predetermined naghttime zone. 



r 7 . The method as claimed in claim 66, 



wherein : 



the power- saving mode setting step includes 
the st^ps of : 

when the current time is within the 
predfetermined nighttime zone, setting said device into 
th§& power- saving mode; and 

when a nighttime power- saving mode setting 
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10 



15 



unit determines that a power- saving modeycan be set in 
the nighttime zone, setting the dial-)^p communication 
unit into the power- saving mode; ai 

the canceling step includes the step of, 
when the current time/ comes out of the night 
time zone, canceling the power-saving mode of the dial- 
up communication unit. 




68. 

wherein the 

has 



method as claimed in claim 66, 
Jeling step includes the step of, 
on an output of a timer that detects an 



end of the rfighttime zone, canceling the power- saving 
mode of th4 dial-up communication unit. 



